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Answers to Quiz Questions 
 

1. In the poem ‘Women’s World’ what are the women balancing 
on their heads? - Barrels 

 
2. In ‘Cooking with Salt Walter’ old Amara believes that the sea 

has shrunk.  What does she think is the cause? – Amara 

believes that the sea has shrunk because she has taken some sea 
water for cooking. 

 

3. In ‘The Boy Who Called Across the River’ why is Ndapi so 
upset when he calls his brother across the river? – Ndapi 
hears the echo of his voice and thinks it is another boy calling out 
and mocking him. 

 
4. Which creatures march in the rain? – Hermit Crabs from the 

poem ‘The March of the Hermit Crabs in the Rain’ from the 

Bahamas. 
 
5. How did the elephant acquire his long trunk in ‘Nkalimeva’? 

– Because the elephant was very inquisitive Nkalimeva grasped his 
nose and stretched it. 

 

6. In the poem ‘The Sea is a Mystery’ the sea is how many 
different colours? – Powder blue, aquamarine, turquoise, 
peppermint, navy-blue, light blue, iron-grey and leaden blue. 

 

7. How did the Starfish get to the Sea? – He discovered he had 
fins and could swim. 

 

8. Was it Sand or Star that won the counting contest? - Sand 
 
9. How is the mist described in the poem ‘The Mist’? – creeps 

‘like a small boy to a sleeping grasshopper’ or ‘ like a lazy cat on a 
sleeping lap it settles on the sleeping hill’. 
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10. Who was the chief god’s messenger in ‘The Water God’s 
Challenge? – A chameleon. 

 
11. How did The Thunder Spirit identify his bride? – By finding out 

which girl had beads and bangles coming out of her mouth when 

she laughed. 
 
12. What was the one rule that the three brothers in ‘Tabwere, 

Tebarere and Tetintiri were told never to do? – Never to go to 

the south end of the island. 
 
13. What is a ‘gosile’ in ‘The Warrior Women of Lumalao’? –  A 

ghost. 
 
14. How is the storm described in the poem ‘The Storm’? – A 

snake. 
 
15. What does Mawu of the Waters fling around her like a shawl? 

– Oceans. 
 
16. How many countries make up the Commonwealth? - 54 
 

17. Can you name all or some of the countries who are part of 
the Commonwealth? –  Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, The 
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, Brunei 

Darussalam, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus, Dominica, Figi Islands, 
The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Kenya, 
Kiribati, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, 

Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Samoa, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 

Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, United 
republic of Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turalu, Uganda,  
UK, Vanuata, Zambia.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz questions devised from A River of Stories, Tales and Poems from Across the Commonwealth, Compiled 

by Alice Curry, illustrated by Jan Pieńkowski, Commonwealth Education Trust, (2011) 


